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A HISTORY OF
THE DIXIE DEAF BOWLING ASSOCIATION

By JERRY L. STILWELL, DDBA Publicily Director

in order to gel an idea of how the Dixie Deal Bowling Association began, it is necassary fo go hack to
1949. in that year the Scutheastern Stales Bowling Association of the Deaf (SSBAD) startad more or less ag 2
fun tournament belween a Miami team and a Jacksonville lsam as well as the Jacksonvilis team vs. an
Atlanta team. There was no rules and regulations nor even an organization title, In 1950, the five deal bowling
teams from Florida and the othsr deal leams from Georgia compeied in the second SSAB tournament. Prior to
the competition, a group of deaf bowling stalwarls gave birth to the idea of organizing an annual tournament
with ABC sanetion. Then the group proposed and adopted the following:

1.} hava the name changed to Dixie Bowling Associalion of the Dewsf, smbracing the
stalss of Alabama, Distriel of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana,

" Mississippi, North Caroiina, Scuth Carolina, Tennsssee, Virginia, and West Virginia,

Z.) formuiate its Constitution and By-Laws by which all tuture annual tournaments and
meeiings would be conducted,

3.) obtain American Bowling Congress sanction for every annual fournament and to abide
by its rules, and N

4.} run the annual bowling tournament ok @ handicap basis,

Al this historic meeting, the Dixie Bowling Association of the Deal was formally organized with Todd
Hicks of Jacksonville, Florida was its first president, Henry B. Caks of Atlanta, Georgia as Hs first vice
president, and Charles MoNeilly, Jr. of Miami, Florida as its firsi secretary-treasurer.

The first annual bowling tournament of the newly-organized Dixie Bowling Association of the Deat was
held in Atlanta, Georgla on Oclober 27-28, 1951 with six enlries, three from Atlanta and one sach from Miami
and Jacksonville, and s newcomer, Birmingham, Alabama. At the mesting prior 1o competition, it was decided
to change the date of the next annual tournament from the month of October:to the month of April. Dus io
inexperience and unfamillarity with ABC rules and regulations, a sanciion for this tournamen! was not
obtained. Top prize for the first place winners, the Atlanta Club of the Deaf team which inciuded Douglas
Hitchcock, Don Turner, Lae Cofs, Hanry Oaks, and Mack Padgeft was $16.00. Herbert Dannis of Birmingham,
Alabama was the first singles event champlon with the score of 670 pins, and he was also all-evenis
champion with a total of 1772 pins. €. Pollock and Maurice Samples, the deat Floridians wers the {irst doubles
event champion with 1246 pins lotal. Mack Padgett bowled a seratch high game of 222 pins.

The second DBAD annual bowling tournament was held in Birmingham on April 19-20, 1952, wilh
sanction by ABC for the first time. Seven teams participated -- Memphis, Tennesse, being the newcomer.
Birmingham Silents was the team event champion with 2811. The tournament was ably managed by Rush
Letson, and it marked ils milesione, printing its first DBAD souvenir and program booi.

Jacksonville was the sile of the 1853 DBAD tournamenl, and 2 number of entries increased by ons
over the previous tournament. Birmingham Silents was the team event winner for the second siraight year.

in 1954, the tournament was held in Miami. Only eight eniries were received, same as the pravious
tournament. The Hialsah Shoe Repair team of Miami walked away with the team event and the $100.00 cash
prize donated by Miami and Atlanta clubs, rolfing a high of 2924 ping,

The tournament was held in Aflania for the second time in 1955. Thirleen teams sntered; Louvisville,
Kentucky being the newcomer. The Atlanta Deaf Keglers won the {sam event.

In 1956, the tournament was held in Birmingham for the second time and as was their pravious
tournament in 1952, it was highly successful. Birmingham Silents apain won the {sam svent.

For the first time in DBAD history, the {ournamen! was held in Louisville, Kentucky in 1957 whers a
record cash prize of $150.00 was denaled by the sponsor. The Louisville Association of the Dsaf drew 186
teams, the largest in the short history of the DBAD.

In 1958, Jacksonville for the second lime sponsored the tournament, with 10 eniries. The only
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newcamer was Tampa, Florida. Atlanta Deal Keglers won 1he five-man iaam event.

Again, in the year of 1959, the lournament was sponsored by Miaml, with the disappoinling number
of nine entries. Two newcomers were Winter Haven, Florida and Tallahassee, Florida. The team event weni {o
South Floride Stars who edgsd out the Jacksonviiie Strikers ‘n Spares by four poinis.

in 1967, ihe siates of Maryiand, Virginia, West Virginia, and the Discirict of Columba were dropped
from the DDBA membership roll. o data as io why they were dropped from the rosier is available due o lass
of minutes from the fifties 1o sarly seventies. Arkansas was added {c the rosier in 1973.

in the year of 1968, the DDBA Hall of Fame was established o honor the individuals in the bowler
and [eadsr categories. First in the HoF in bowler category was Lee Cofs of Georgla, and first recipient in the
leadar category was Sam B. Ritlenberg of Alabama. The following bowlers, who helped organize the DDBA in
1950, were Inducted into the Hall of Fama: Todd Hicks as a bowler in 1877; Henry Oaks as leader in 1969 and
as bowler in 1970; Douglas Hilchcock of Georgia as a bowler in 1972 and as a leader in 1978; Charles
McNallly, Jr. as a leader in 1874,

The annual tournaments conlinuad until 1975 where the 25tk annual DDBA journament was suspended
due to the National Bowling Association of the Deaf and its annual World Deal Championship in ¥noxville,
Tennassese, The DDBA resumead with the 1976 torunament in Birmingham,

in 1977, Louisville, Kentucky hosted the DDBA tournament with 65 team entries, 126 safries for the
doubles event, and 252 entries for the singles event. Again in 1982, Louisville cluk hosted the tournament
with 49 team antrie and 95 singlas entriss. Charles Lyons of Chicago, who participated af this tournamant,
brainstormed the idea of organizing the first Masters tournament and presented the rationale for his new ides
to appsal to the fans as well as bowlers. The popularity of this compeititon has grown every year. Al the
hoard of direclors masting, he made a motion fo have the Masters fournament conducted at each annual
DDBA tournament. The motion passed without any opposition. Robert Kolb, fournament chairman, conducted
the first sver Masters fournameni. Leslie Massey of Indianapolis, Indiana was the first Masters champion.
Then, the Masters tounamenis would be managed by the host chalrperson avery year untit 1979 when it was
decided by the DDBA board of directors {o iake aver the Masters tcurnament at each DDBA annual lournamant,
Unfortunately, there are no records available to indicale the namaes of the past Masters champions from 1978
unt 1990. Daniel Krpata of Virginia becama the only two-time Masters champion in 1881 and 1992,

In 1990, West Paim Beach Association of the Deaf hosted the 38th annual DDBA tournament with 40
feam entries. Virginia applied for the membership in the DDBA and was accepied unanimously by the
mambers of the Board of Directors.

The Dixis Deaf Bowling Associalion hosted the 40ih Anniversary tournament in Louisville Kenfucky.
Tha prize purse goat was tirst reporied $40,000.00 for men, but i was reduced to $8,000.00 due to huge task
of fundraising.

i was known that Casimaer Podgorniak of Syracuse, New York, whose average was in the 200°s during
the fifties and sixiles, was the singles event champlion in both handicap and scratch categorles and was the
atl-gvenis champion also. Bill Hayse of Decatur, Alabama, who now mainiains 2 200-plus averags in several
howling lsagues, was the singles event champion at the 33rd Annual DDBA tournament in Tampa, Florida,

Under the guidance of dedicated DDBA officers, law commilies members, and other bowling sial-
warls, 2 well-planned program of organization and expansion was buili up through the years.

This history of the DDBA was gathered from the program books and records of minuiss that were
available.
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